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Unemployment insurance claims
Event summary 
The COVID-19 pandemic has had various impacts on the economy. During the first months of the pandemic, an economic crisis was experienced due to the major threat brought by the coronavirus to public health. To assess the performance of the economy during the first months of dealing with the pandemic, various indicators were important in assessing the effects of the pandemic on the economy. The number of unemployment insurance claims during the first months of the pandemic was a great indicator of the economic performance as the country struggled to effectively respond to the COVID-19 pandemic. In the first few weeks, the cumulative unemployment insurance claim fillings were in millions. The observation of the surge in claim fillings made researchers curious about the possible concurrent effect on payroll and non-payroll payments during the same period. One of the major effects of the pandemic on the economy was job losses rendering many Americans unemployed which contributed to the many unemployment insurance claims. 
The assessment conducted on the association between the job losses and the insurance claims in the first months of the pandemic indicated a recession in the economy. The unemployment insurance claims in this assessment acted as an indicator of gross employment losses due to the pandemic. Due to the significance of the unemployment insurance claims in providing insights on the pandemic effects, unemployment insurance is considered key in developing policies in response to the pandemic. The various government policies implemented in response to the pandemic such as lockdowns can have a significant effect on the employment opportunities available affecting the productivity in the economy significantly. 
Real-life experience 
In the first months of the COVID-19 pandemic, many people states were in a form of panic. It was difficult to carry on business as usual in different parts of the country with the government imposing various restrictions in response to the pandemic. Some businesses were locked down for a moment during the first months of the pandemic and later re-opened. A close friend was affected by this situation. As the business was shut down in response to the pandemic, the friend had to remain at home waiting for the business to resume. After the resumption, the friend resumed their normal position in the company for half a month. The performance of the business during this period went down with the company not being able to generate revenue normally as before. To avoid losses, the company opted for various solutions of cutting expenses. Employee layoff was considered as one of the strategies to help in cutting expenses in salaries and wages. unfortunately, the Friend was one of the people who suffered from the layoff. The friend went ahead and filed the unemployment insurance claim after being rendered jobless. 
connection to the event 
The effect of the COVID-19 pandemic on the economy cannot be ignored. Although the pandemic is a public health issue, it has greatly impacted the economy due to the various changes it has influenced including measures by the government to contain it. Unemployment has been a major outcome of the pandemic with people and different parts of the world losing their jobs or getting suspended for some period. The effect of the government policies enacted to contain the pandemic cannot be ignored. The policies led to unemployment by restricting movements as well as lockdowns which prevented normal business operations.  As indicated by the high number of unemployment claim fillings, unemployment rates in the first months of dealing with the pandemic were very high. This is also the time when the government and other governments around the world enacted various restrictions to contain the virus. This means the government response to the pandemic may lead to negative effects on other sectors. 
The field of study
The selected field of study is economics. Economic is the field of study interested in production, distribution as well as consumption of goods. It deals with decision-making on the allocation of the scarce available resources. It also entails factors that can impact the economy such as the covid-19 pandemic. Economic explains the types of unemployment the pandemic is likely to bring. 
Two research questions 
1. Has the COVID-19 pandemic affected the payroll of the people who have remained employed?
2. Is the effect of the pandemic on employment opportunities in the healthcare sector the same as other sectors?
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